
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

                       

 

                        Opening Ceremony 

              Friday, July 9, 2010    6:00pm to 6:30pm 

Speaker: Butch Browning – Louisiana State Fire Marshal 

                          Class and Instructor Information 

20 Hr. Basic Rope Rescue 

This class will cover the basic ropes and knots and students will learn how to assemble and use 

haul systems and lowering systems during hands on practical evolutions. Students must attend all 

3 classroom sessions to receive the material presented in this course. 

Friday, July 9 – 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm, Saturday, July 10 – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Sunday, July 11 - 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Instructor: David Hooks, Triangle Rescue Specialty Services & Beaumont Fire Dept. (retired) 

  David was employed by the Beaumont Fire Dept. as a district chief and retired in 2008 to 

concentrate on his passion of teaching confined space rescue and firefighting techniques through 

his company Triangle Rescue Specialty Services. TRSS teaches approximately 200 fire and rescue 

training classes per year to industrial emergency response brigades throughout Texas and 

Louisiana.  

 

 

2nd Annual S.T.A.R.T. Fest 2010 

(Special Techniques And Response Training) 

Training Conference and Equipment Show 

July 9, 10, 11, 2010  

 



 
V.F.I.S. 12 Hr. Emergency Vehicle Operations 

This class will consist of classroom lecture and hands on training which the student will get to put 

techniques learned in the classroom to use while maneuvering a fire apparatus through a practical 

driving course. Students need to attempt to bring an apparatus from their department for the 

driving course on Saturday. A fire apparatus will be available to students that cannot bring one 

from their department, but may not be the type they use responding to emergencies every day. 

Classroom Lecture: Friday, July 9 – 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

Driver Course: Saturday, July 10 – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Instructor: Jonathon Duff, Westlake, La. Fire Dept & V.F.I.S. 

  Jonathon is a Captain and training officer with the Westlake Fire Dept. and is a VFIS certified 

instructor. Jonathon is a IFSAC firefighter 2, IFSAC Instructor 2 and has many other certifications 

related to emergency services. The VFIS Emergency Vehicle Operations class is an excellent 

opportunity for Firefighters to receive their annual driver training and Jonathon has taught this 

class throughout Southwest La. for several years. 

3 Hour Sessions 

 Sessions consist of 3 hr. classroom sessions from Instructors that put firefighter training and 

safety as their number one priority. There will be multiple presentations of each session so that 

attendees can maximize their learning experience by attending several classes during the  

2nd Annual S.T.A.R.T. Fest. 

Emergency Response to Alternative Fuel Incidents 

         Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

This class will teach the student techniques on dealing with Alternative fuels such as 

Ethanol, LPG, etc. when responding to emergencies on the highway. Class will cover 

Transportation emergencies involving bulk carriers and the average vehicle that uses 

alternative fuels. 

Instructor: Jeff Daigle, Baytown Tx. Fire Dept. and Garner Environmental Services 

 

 



 
                                                Managing the Mayday 

Friday, July 9, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00pm 

This class will be a lecture on procedures for managing a mayday within your department and the 

student should come away from this class with new ideas for their departments Mayday program. 

Instructors: Scott Young – Beaumont Fire Department and Triangle Rescue Specialty Services 

                       Cody Schroeder-Beaumont Fire Dept 

  Scott is a veteran of the Beaumont Fire department with 15 years of service and currently serves 

as a Driver/Operator for the past 10 years. Scott is a Fire Instructor 1 and has received his 

Intermediate Firefighter Certification from TCFP. Scott is also an instructor for the Beaumont Fire 

Dept. and serves on the Haz-Mat and SCBA teams and the Rapid Intervention Group.  Scott has 

also been an Instructor with Triangle Rescue Specialty Services for the past 10 years and has 

taught Fire Response and Confined Space Rescue to numerous Industrial Emergency Response 

brigades.   

FF Schroeder will also give his story about being trapped in a flashover at a single family dwelling 

in December 2007.   

Vehicle Rescue / Today’s Technology 

Friday, July 9, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

This class will be a lecture on the New Technologies that are invading today’s newest vehicles 

Instructor: Lee Junkins, Midsouth Rescue Technologies  

Lee joined the fire service in Feb. 1964 at the age of 18, he is currently a certified NREMT, and 

certified tech. in Rope Rescue, Trench Rescue, Confined Space Rescue, Auto Extrication and a 

registered Public Education Clown. He holds Advanced Firefighter Certification, Level II 

Instructor , and Certification Coordinator  certificates with the Texas State Fireman's and Fire 

Marshals' Assn. He is a member of the National Fire Academy Alumni, with courses such as 

Challenges for Training Officers, and Public Education Leadership. He is a featured writer for 

Fire Link.com and the author of a series of magazine articles called; Is It Time To Change Our 

Training Yet? He has written a new training manual called; The Rescuer's Response to New 

Automotive Technology, that was published by Fire Engineering in 2009.   



 
 

 

1St Due Engine Responsibilities 

Friday, July 9, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

This is a classroom lecture on what the responsibilities are for the First arriving Engine on a 

working emergency response scene. Students will receive information that will help them on their 

next scene size up and actions that need to be taken to improve the outcome of their emergency 

scene. 

Instructors: John Zepeda Jr. & Brad Hawthorne- Houston Fire Department 

John Zepeda is a retired Senior Captain from the Houston Fire Department where he served for 

33 years. John is a State certified Master Firefighter, Fire instructor II, Fire Officer I and 

Emergency Medical Technician. John is also a Lead instructor with the Houston Fire Department 

Officer Development program, District and Field Training Officer. 

Brad Hawthorne is a Senior Captain for the Houston Fire Department with 20 years of service. 

Brad is a State Certified Master Firefighter, Fire instructor II, Driver Operator, Basic Fire 

investigator, Emergency Medical Technician and District and Field Training Officer.  In addition he 

serves as Adjunct instructor at San Jacinto College fire degree program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
                                       Pump Operations / Back to the Basics 

Friday, July 9, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

This class is designed to help the new or veteran pump operator get back to the basics of Pump 

Operations. Students will also receive Hands On Training on a fire apparatus to improve their skill 

and efficiency when it is their turn to supply water at a fire scene. 

Instructor: Dean Lappe – Chief of Houston River Fire Dept. 

Chief Lappe has been involved in the fire service since 1987 and has served with several 

departments including Hornbeck, La VFD and St.Croix Falls, Wisconsin fire dept. where he was 

promoted to Lieutenant. Chief Lappe has received training from Wisconsin Indianhead Tech. 

College, Minnesota State Fire School, Hurst and Louisiana State University. Chief Lappe joined the 

Houston River Fire dept. and received the Volunteer Firefighter of the Year from the Calcasieu 

Parish Police Jury in 2002. Chief Lappe was promoted to fire chief of Houston River FD when the 

chief retired.  Chief Lappe enjoys teaching other firefighters and believes that training should be 

an ongoing process, even for the fire chief. 

 

Lost Person Incidents: Initial Operations 

Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

This course will provide the student with the basic concepts and objectives to manage the critical 

first minutes of an active search.  Searching for a lost person is an emergency and the proper first 

steps taken during the initial minutes of a search will aid in the quick and effective return of the 

lost person. 

Instructor: Rob Daughdril, Calcasieu OHSEP 

Robert Daughdril is the chairman of the Southwest Louisiana Mutual Aid Association Search and 

Rescue Team.  This team serves the Southwest Louisiana area with over 80 volunteer members.  He 

is also a National Association Search and Rescue instructor in both Introductions to Search and 

Rescue and in the Fundamentals of Search and Rescue.  He is also an evaluator of the SARTEC III 

and SARTEC II certification courses.  He is SARTEC II certified and also managing the Lost Person 

Incident.  He is employed by the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury Office of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Preparedness as an Emergency Medical Services Specialist. 



 
 

 

Street Smart Safety Officer 

Friday, July 9, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

This class is designed to put safety first in every response scene. Students will receive lecture on 

several different emergency response scenarios with instructors using safety as the goal to help 

each incident end as safely as possible.  

Instructors: Phil Mallett and Richard Dunno 

 

 Phil is a veteran of the fire service with 30 years municipal fire experience and 23 years 

in industrial response. Phil served as the Haz- Mat Asst. Safety Director for C.E.C.O.S. 

International and Fire Chief Rural Metro @ Citgo. Phil currently serves as the Fire Chief 

at ConocoPhillips Lake Charles refinery. 

 

  Richard is a career firefighter with 31 years of service, 29 years with the Houston Fire 

Department.  Richard serves as a Board Member and Volunteer Firefighter with Iowa 

Volunteer Fire Dept. Richard is a State certified Advanced Firefighter, EMT, Hazardous 

Materials Technician, Fire Safety Officer, Driver/Operator and Intermediate Instructor.  

15 of the 29 years of service with HFD have been assigned the Houston Fire Department 

Hazmat Team and  is  currently assigned (4 years) to HFD’s Technical Rescue Team at the 

rank of Sr. Captain. Richard also serves as a District Training Officer with HFD, 2 years 

lead hazmat instructor Lamar University Industrial and Hazardous Materials Training 

Program in Beaumont, TX.  He also serves as Adjunct Instructor with TEEX WMD/Ops  

program  and has  attended and conducted countless hours of Municipal and Industrial 

Firefighting, Technical Rescue, Hazmat and WMD Training.   

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Fire Origin: The Basics 

Friday, July 9, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Saturday, July 10, 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

This class will cover the basics in determining Fire Origin. 

Students will receive lecture and view presentations of different types of burn patterns and will 

be able to recognize the signs that lead to the determination of the origin of a fire in a structural 

setting. Student will also receive basic information on how to preserve evidence in a fatality fire. 

Instructor: Nicholas Heinen, Investigator-Louisiana State Fire Marshal’s Office 

Nicholas has worked for the La. State Fire Marshal’s Office for 8 years where he was assigned to 

the Inspection Division for 4 years and is currently assigned to the Investigations Division for the 

last 4 years. Nicholas holds a degree in Fire Science and has received his Arson/Fire Investigation 

from the National Fire Academy. Nicholas has also received P.O.S.T. Law Enforcement 

Certification, EMT, Firefighter 1 and Fire Inspector 1. 

Equipment Show 

Vendors from across the Gulf Coast will have equipment and 

information booths set up with the latest services and equipment 

available to emergency response agencies on display. The equipment 

show will also be a family event so bring your family and enjoy the 

day. Door prizes will be given throughout the day on Saturday. 

Several Apparatus Manufacturers will have apparatus set up and 

available for all to look at the new technologies available on your 

next Fire apparatus.  



 
Pumper Races If you have a 3 person or 6 person team that wants to 

compete in the pumper races on Saturday, July 10 @ 12:00 noon 

please call Todd @ 337-527-5554 

 

 

 

Bring family and friends on Saturday to enjoy all of the latest 

technology in emergency response equipment. 

 

Please copy and forward this email to all emergency responders that 

you may know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


